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Blue Knights SC-1 
“Ride with Pride” 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER’S  MEETING 

There was a great turn-out for the September 12th meeting, with several 
members commenting on the good attendance. Everyone had an opportunity 
to visit before the meeting officially began. There were several guests at the 
meeting. 

Just before the report section of the meeting, the chapter took a few min-
utes to witness a special presentation to Thunder Tower Harley-
Davidson owner Gene Preston in honor of his and Thunder Tower’s sup-
port of the US Army troops stationed at Camp Alamo near Kabul, Af-
ghanistan. Army Sergeant First Class John Thornborrow presented 
Gene an American flag that had flown over Camp Alamo, as well as a 
certificate of appreciation (see photo to right).  He shared how much this 
support by Thunder Tower meant to him and his fellow soldiers at Camp 
Alamo as they serve our country in difficult conditions, and that the gen-
erosity shown enabled them to reach out and share with locals. 

Reports  

· Secretary JT Wright reported the following BK-SC1 members plan to attend the Southern Regional Conference, to 
be held in Greenville, SC, September 17-20th: Bob Bailey, Dave Black, Bill McKinzie, Tom Vacula, and JT Wright.  

· Treasurer Chip Brown reported the chapter had income of $160 and expenses of $324.42, for a current balance of 
$3,092.40. 

· President Dave Black extended words of condolence to JT Wright, in the death of his mother. He also thanked the 
14 members who attended the funeral. JT also thanked those who attended. He said seeing everyone in their dark 
pants, white shirts, and wearing their colors was very impressive. Dave also reported that about 15 members were 
involved in the “Cops-4-Foster-Kids” ride recently sponsored by Thunder Tower and the Richland County Sheriff’s 
Department. Members sold $114 worth of armbands and also assisted with the ride. 

· Quartermaster Melda Scott said that the new ballcaps are available for $10 each. Also, the 15 small badges the 
chapter recently ordered sold so well, that we are thinking of ordering more. The company requires an order of ten or 
more, so see Melda if you are interested. Bob Smith shared that he had an extra badge available for sale. 

· Director Don Curtis stated that the flyer section of the webpage is up and running now. 

Old Business  

Melda Scott and Dave Black will get together to further discuss the future emblems for the women’s shirts. 

The chapter was reminded of the Saturday, September 26th, “Friendship Ride” to four area nursing homes. Every mem-
ber is encouraged to participate in this heart-warming event. Plans call for visits to be made at the Presbyterian Home, 
Still Hopes, Life Care on Alpine Rd., and the Rice Home. Those with trikes were asked to be sure to come so we can 
give residents of these homes an opportunity to ride a bike—something they dearly love. “Scotty” Scott said that he had 
an extra trike (1800 Goldwing) for use if someone wanted to drive it. 

(Continued on next page)  
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(Continued from previous page) 
Elbert Jordon has agreed to serve as Chairman of the chapter’s annual “Toys-4-Tots” Ride this year. The chapter voted 
to sell event pins again this year, and Scotty & Melda Scott will be in charge of that. The supplier has agreed to provide 
the pins for the same price as last year (93¢ each). Once costs for the pins are covered, the chapter will donate the rest 
to “Toys-4-Tots”. 

New Business  

Steve Kolb shared with the chapter information on the Viva La Vista event that evening (Sept. 12). Thunder Tower Buell 
has made arrangements for VIP bike parking at the event, so look for their tent.  

There were two other rides during the month of September which are sponsored by other groups. The first is a 9/11 Me-
morial Ride from Chapin to the state capitol on Sunday, September 13. And, there will be a ride from Brunswick, Geor-
gia, to St. Augustine, Florida, December 17-20 (the same weekend as the Southern Regional Conference). This event is 
sponsored by the Brunswick, GA, Blue Knights Chapter and will have a police escort the entire distance.  

Sickness and Distress  

· Continue to keep JT Wright and family in your prayers and thoughts as they mourn the loss of JT’s mother. 
· Dave Black thanked the chapter for their prayers and concerns for his brother Norman, who is doing better. 
· Former BK member Alan Alexander has been hospitalized for 13 weeks, and has been transferred to Health South 

Rehabilitation Center near Richland Memorial Hospital. Please continue to keep him in your prayers. 

Other  

Bill McKinzie won a t-shirt during the door prize drawing. 

Immediately following the meeting, chapter members 
stayed and helped wrap roses for the Friendship Ride. 
Once the roses were wrapped, there was an after-meeting 
ride to Jamar’s in Lancaster, South Carolina. A group of 
about ten bikes participated in this event, and they had an 
opportunity to meet BK member Leon Cureton’s mom. 
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(Left to right) Int’l President Dave Mul-
ford & BK SC-I President Dave Black 

(Left to right) Bill McKinzie, Tom Vacula, Dave Black, JT Wright, Melonie 
Fisher, and Bob Bailey 



  

Blue Knights Newsletter 
 
Diane McKinzie, Editor 
1128 Three Dog Rd. 
Chapin, SC 29036 

2009 OFFICERS 
 

President: Dave Black 
Vice-President: Bill McKinzie 
Secretary: J.T. Wright 
Treasurer: Chip Brown 
Past President: Tommy Pye 
Directors: Leon Cureton 
 Don Curtis 
 Richard Scott 
Chaplain: Robert Smith 
Road Captain: Randy Book 
Quartermaster: Melda Scott 
 

GENERAL MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Time: 10:00am 
 
Date: Second Saturday  
 of each month 
 
Location: 
 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson 

 (take Exit 82 off I-20)  
 NEXT MEETING: 

October 10, 2009 

WEAR YOUR COLORS 

www.blueknightsc1.org 
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Another month has passed with a lot of great rides. I’ll start with the SRC Conference in Greenville. We had five 
members attend. The ride up was wet, but still a great ride. When we arrived, we had 15 minutes to get ready for 
the ride of the day. We rode to Lake Lure and then to Chimney Rock. And, we had the honor of having the National 
President ride with us. The Presidents’ Meeting was long—about 3 hours—with some heated discussions, but it 
was very beneficial to SRC. The ride home started out wet, but cleared and Bill McKinzie took us on the back 
roads home. 

The Friendship Ride was wet as well. It was a light rain when we started, but it cleared. We had 12 bikes and three 
cars. The senior citizens really enjoyed the roses, and a lot of them enjoyed riding on the bikes. Thanks to all who 
attended and those who helped wrap the roses after our September meeting. 

We are a community-oriented bike club, as well as a riding club. Remember, ride safe and “RIDE WITH PRIDE”. 
Wear your colors with pride—you deserve it! 

 Your president, 
 Doc 
 


